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Utah researchers to leverage CDS, EHR for advanced
cancer screening

By Greg Slabodkin
Published September 01 2017, 7∶14am EDT
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Supported by a $3.8 million grant from the National Cancer Institute, Utah researchers are

seeking to address a critical need for a clinical decision support platform that screens for

several types of cancer, is electronic health record-agnostic and enables sharing across

healthcare organizations.

The University of Utah Health, Intermountain Healthcare and the Huntsman Cancer

Institute—all located in Salt Lake City—have joined forces to develop algorithms and

interventions that support individualized screening of breast and colorectal cancer by

coupling EHR technologies with advanced CDS tools.

According to researchers, the problem with current CDS systems is that they rely on closed

architectures, result in minimal sharing of among healthcare organizations, while some EHRs

have limited CDS capabilities.
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University of Utah Hospital

Also See: CDS tools fall short in meeting physicians’ needs in care delivery

“The goal of the CDS project is to enable a standards-based and scalable CDS platform for

individualized cancer screening to be used across healthcare organizations,” said principal

investigators Guilherme Del Fiol, MD, and Kensaku Kawamoto, MD, both assistant professors

of biomedical informatics at the University of Utah Health.

“To achieve this goal, our team of researchers will extend and solidify two well-established

open source CDS web services based on rule logic (OpenCDS) and information retrieval

(OpenInfobutton),” they added.

The University of Utah Health will be responsible for developing the CDS platform, workflows

and demonstrating it in their care delivery system, while Intermountain will evaluate the

solution in its care delivery system to show that the application and workflow are transferable

to another organization and EHR.

“With the collaboration between the University of Utah and Intermountain Healthcare, and

the support of the National Cancer Institute, we have the potential to produce a CDS

platform that has significant impact on individualizing cancer screening according to the
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director and chief clinical systems architect for Intermountain Healthcare.

“Our aim is to improve patient care and outcomes through evidence-based medicine,” he

said.

According to the researchers, increased scientific evidence supports individualizing cancer

screening based on risk to better predict probabilities of cancer development. They will

develop CDS algorithms and interventions to support individualized screening of breast and

colorectal cancer using two modalities—automatic detection of patients at high risk for

breast and colorectal cancer per national cancer guidelines, and individualized evidence for

providers and patients to better understand risk-appropriate screening strategies.

“It is crucial that primary care physicians who are the frontline of care identify patients who

are at high risk of developing cancer,” added Narus. “Early diagnosis and screening of cancer

greatly increases the chances for successful treatment.”
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Cerner names Brent Shafer as its new CEO and chairman

Published January 10 2018, 6∶53pm EST

More in EHR, Information systems, Cerner

Cerner has appointed Brent Shafer as its CEO and chairman of the board of directors. He will

assume the lead role in the company on February 1.

The move fills the void left by the death of Neal Patterson, who served in those two roles.

Patterson, who co-founded Cerner, died on July 9, 2017.

Previously CEO of Philips North America, Shafer oversaw its health technology portfolio,

which includes a broad range of solutions and services covering patient monitoring, imaging,

clinical informatics, sleep and respiratory care as well as a group of market-leading

consumer-oriented brands.

Shafer was appointed CEO of Philips North America in February 2014. Previously, Shafer was

CEO of the global Philips Home Healthcare Solutions business from May 2010 until May 2014.

He has had additional senior leadership positions with Philips and at other companies,

including GE Medical Systems, Hill-Rom Company and Hewlett-Packard.

Also See: Cerner data center to support DoD and VA EHRs

Cerner Co-Founder Cliff Illig, who has served as interim CEO and chairman of the board

since July 2017, will resume his role as vice chairman of the board, effective February 1.
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“For decades, Cerner has built its reputation on meaningful innovation and driving client

value,” Shafer said. “This company’s history of remarkable, sustained growth is testament to a

strong leadership culture, and I’m excited to celebrate many new milestones with Cerner

associates around the world. My commitment to Cerner’s clients, shareholders and associates

worldwide is that we will continue to be the catalyst for real and effective improvement

across healthcare.”

“Brent is a proven chief executive who has helped lead the growth and strategies of a

complex, multinational organization over a number of years,” Illig said. “He is committed to

innovation, with extensive knowledge of health care, technology and consumer markets and

an exceptional skill set that complements Cerner’s strong leadership team. Since our

founding, Cerner has used the power of information technology to disrupt and improve health

care. The addition of Brent to our leadership team positions Cerner well for our next era of

growth.”
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